‘Helping the Disabled to Live to Capacity’: rediscovering Dr Margaret Agerholm through parliamentary history
CLIP 1: Sir John Hannam by Philip Aylett
What I found was I joined the All Party Disablement Group and became an officer of it was the extent that disablement had been totally neglected for so long … for always. Starting with the war disabled where you had people who had been disabled as a result of the war and had been completely forgotten afterwards … the most effective way in the early days was to put amendments down to government legislation on all sorts of subjects which would actually benefit the disabled […] I became an expert in it. I became involved with nearly all the disability organisations and still am with quite a number of them. I helped battle through for the next 10 years, we really pushed the boundaries. I had several Private Members Bills of my own which I luckily drew in the ballot and so it was then a major activity, 50% of my parliamentary time was spent fighting on the disability issues right through to the very end when we got the Disability Discrimination Act through just before 1997 election.
